Unclench~the fist before it strikes the nearest wall, and relax
the tension on the vocal cords before theay emit-a scrpam of an-
guish; think of yet amother +ssue-of Horizons with a bad § key as
a“continuation of a fine old fannish tradition, rather tlan a de-
1liberate attempt to make room 4n FAPA for more wa#twng listers.
This is whole number 108, FAPA number 102, volume 28, number 1,

and the November, 1966 issue. Harry Warner TR, 423 Summs t Ave-
nue, Hagerstown, ‘Maryland ZTREQ Ul A wrt tes most of it and
‘stencils all of it except portions of words where the.s should ap-
pear. - The Coulsons are hopefully publishers again.

In the Beginn%ng

The I'antasy Amateur: 1In hidebound-fashion, I continue-to refer to
it ‘n-that manner although the arti cleseems to be vanssh*ng from
the title, representing even more angussh for Harold Piser. '' I
received no duplicate copy of the ballot. If this happened for
everyone, it could prevent some complets completists from voting.
As an inveterate comprom#ser, I mailed sn the ballot but made a
photographic copy of st for possible future reference purposes.™
Vandy: Occasionally I encounter someone who feeils i1t beneath his
dignity or something to read paperbacks. Maybe $t's a hangover
from the earliest years of paperbacks when only the mo st obvious
titles appeared +n this formm and maybe 1t's partly the result of
the corner drugstorss that stock 1littie except trashy paperbacks.
'* 0ddly, Ben Ws1ll+s* reasons Tor quitting as school superintend-
ent hers *ncluded a sftuatfon like the land purchase for a~new
scosl +n Hartford City. He grabbed up a lot of land on his own
inftiative~and the uproar here was nearly as great, proportionate
to population, as the noise people have been making *n €hfcago
dbout his more recent actions. The school system here is now hav-
ing a fine time with another land problem. The best location for
a2 new school is available at a reasonable price. But a check fnto
the title revealed that the lady doesn't own part of the property
she occupies and wants to sell and she-does own land on which a
church was~erected after the congregatsion bought‘some land wi thout
understands ng just which land. Melange: It's nice to see someone
else coming around to my high opinion of Ted Wh+tte. But I always
felt that Ted was capable of doing almost anyth+ng he set out to
do. The difference now *s that he's doing much more worthwhile
things these days. ''" I have the strangest sense of temporal
displacement or something, reading a few days before the Trfcon
your statement thgat you'll-see many of us there, cutt<ng this
stencil on which it's mentioned with the knowledge that I'll be
*here if T don't get sitk or someth*ng, but also khow‘ng that I
won't get the proofreading domne-untfl after the Tr+con and then
knowsng that memories will be dimmed by the time the stencils are
run off. ~'* Sercon's Bame: I suspect that AM radio contsnues
by operatsing on a shoestring. The big city, clear channel sta-
tions are pretty big operations. But the average smrll station
operates with just enough people-to announce records and change
Tubes, charges little for advertising time, and probably w+sll
gurvive after lots of bigger businesses have collapsed. '!' I
grew fond of The Avengers on the basis of seeing just four or
five episodes. It was odd to go to an old fashioned, serious spy
movie =2fter sampling so many parodies and takeoffs om the spec-
ies. But I found my enjoyment of Torn Curtain unspoiled by an




occasional filesting thought of how d+ fferent-this wouid be +if it
were a television spoof. Cannonball: The l*ttle devils who turn
of f alarm clocks suffer from short . reaching ability. Try mov-
ing the clock about three feet further away... ' 1It's a splendid
sort of Jjustice to thwnk of-fans like lee tearwng down parking™
lots for their rock collections, to get revenge for ths historic
butld ings that were torn down for the sake of the parking lots.
Aliquot: If the egoboo poll survives, it might be good to include
a category'that Rusty mentions, for votes on non-members who have
had material +n the mailings. Votes cast for non-memb&rs by acci-
dent +n other categories could be transferred to the right place
by the teller. '' "Classics of the Silent Screen" has also been
remasdered. I got a copy from Publishers Central Bureau for a
fraction of the original price. .It's not nearly as plump as "The
Movies" but ft's a useful supplement to the larger volume. Now,

do I investrin tlat entranc‘ng new volume on the old- clwffhangers
or try to live a fewmore years until it comes down *n price, too?
*' Here's an odd thing. Rusty was a congoer and a great traveler
in the 0ld years while I sat home, But I met two of the six fans
wilom he lists on his never-met roster. They are Marconette and
Wilson. Let*s-All Jovsn Hands, &c.: Here's another example of the
curse of semi-isolation. I don't know if st's the wrong question,
to ask about this sudden emergetice of the neme of Paal P&ng. I
gather That- T EYe Paul Wyszkowski. But it would be nice +f someore
wou ld explawn if it's a nickname, or a name that should be ased in
addressing mail, or a sort-of non-secret imaginary person like Hoy
Ping ang, or what Bobolings: I almost owned a cat the other
Triday night. Around midnight I went out to put-out the garbage
pail and nearly stepped on something alive. I discovered a large
kttten, tied to a post supportsing the back porch, with pans of
water and mwlk small pillows, and peanuts in the vieintty. I
touted out the. woman nextdoor and she confirmed my suspicions:
she'd refused to allow her small daughter to take +n the cat and
the daughter had thougnt she could raise the cat out of sight on
ny' property with the atd of smuggled nourishment and dollbaby
pwllOWS° We loosened the cat and a couple of days later I found
gt W1ndowpane broken in my celiar, mute evidence that 4t ‘'s rnot
Wwise-to meddle into the act4thves of .the youngest gerre ra tion.
Atomic Galaxy: These model rockets are resal 11y something. I had
been unaware of how complex they are, until I ran across a local
teenager who not nly recovers and uses over and over-his two-
stage rocket but fs even taking aerial pictures from it and re-
covering film and camera without damage.~ The Bugle of D*ngly
Dell: 1I share the skepticism over the findings 1 the Warren Re-
o T imagine that Iee Harvey Oswald was shooting out of that
window. But I'm positive he had help somewhere. It's incontesv-
able, for 1nstance that a man who p’anned a solo assassination.
anmd rad botched a previous attempt at a man's 1ife shoutd buy a
rifle for the purpose that needed to de reloaded each time the
trigger was pulled. OSnickersnee: This is as concentrated a
four-pager as we've had 3sn YAPA for many years. I can't share

the experiences, of course, but. I do feel sympathy-with the mdbod
in~which Bob obviously was when he wrote 3t. But +f I talk like
this to the local people I know, I'1l]l alienate half of them and
scare the reminder to death. “So I try to keep my mouth shut as
much as possible. (The last time I opened it was the day when

all those nurses got tutchered *n Chwcago. When someone asked.me




if I'd ever heard anything-as terrible, I replied that I could
hardly be sure because-I didn't know all the th*ngs that Americans
had donethe “same day +n-Viet Nam. It just popped out involuntar-
Tly and it didn't meet with a very good reception.) Slight relief
is available, I findj by~listening to the-CBC news broadcasts.

The Canadfen jourmlism 4s somehow consoling. Pantopon: I wasn't
aware of the existente of-the Russian fairy tale when I made that
remark-about a Lt. Kije situatfon. I meant the Russian movie that
78 familiar to me through the suite taken from Prokofieff's back-
ground music.” The movie apparently turned the fairy tals snto a
Satire on military bureaucracy +n Czartst times. A sold+ter for
Some reason or another mentions a serviceman named Kije +n a re-
port because another name is needed to fill out a platoon or to
have someone non-existent to blame-for something, then %t becomes
necessary to comtinue the paper ex*stence 6f this individual and
he eventually wins a war or somethingz despite the handicap of nev-
er having been. Special Report: This I shall treasurs as long as
my puny body and its pulpy substance survive. To be-cited #s dne
who has continuously demonstrated his + nterest in Science~fiction
wou'ld be grand-enough, after I've b&en betabored for faanishness
from so many sides. But to be menttoned ‘n the same sentence and
given the same status as Sam Moskows tz and Pat Iupoff culminates a
long career n fandom. It will be downhi1l from now on for ms,
whatever may happen. Hortb: ILaney as a fan writetr was more {m-
pressive as a whole than in semrate parts. ~Individual santences
and paragraphs were brflliant but there is little temptation to
reprint entire articles. Vernon McCatn and Norm Stenlsey are two
other good exampies of fans of this type. When you think of Burb-
ee or Walt W+llis, you thrnk of sndividual pieces and lots of
folks get the urge to reprint favorite items. T don't think that
categorizing fans Iike th*s represent s dsspardagement of~either
type, but~it explains why certain fans with b%g reputations don't
seem to live up to them when re-read in samplings of total output
many years later. Ayorama: Anyone who thinks that madmsn~are "in
touch wi th something utterly beyond the domasn of scientific know-
ledge and competence' should work for-a couple of weeks~+n a ment-
al hospital. Madness is-dreary, stupid and tragic. This seems an
oddly roundabout and dubious argument to use as an excuse for in-
ducing the dreary, tragic and unpleasant physical resactions from
drugs like LSD: ILundy's Lane: Garbage collecting is a fine field
for investigation and-there s no reason why it shouldn't occupy~
many paragraphs of mailing comments. The best evolution of tradi-
tjonal garbage collection methods known to me has been tried in a
few towns. It does away with the noise and smell associated with
metal cans. The c%ty provides waterproof, heavy paper bags and
simple standards on which they can be hung at the end of the yard.
They're-collected by trucks going through the aXleys, dumped into
the vehicles without being opened., The saving sn m&anhours compen=-
sates for the cost of~the bags. It won't work in cittes where the
Supply of alleys 4s 1imited.Damballa: It is envy-making, to read
of Detwer's cool nights in even the worst of summer. 3I've proba-
bly averaged-three nights weekly since June sleeping w*thout~paja-
ma tops, twice as often as ever before +n memorys ~'* “Putting
out missed I'APA Jssues leads to ‘nterssting possib+litiess If I
put out that last skipped +ssue of Hor:zons, would 4t qualify as a
postmailing to the Detember; 1943, TFAPA ma+tling, and could I count
my string of consecutive ma’ling appearances as having grown sud-
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denly longer? '' You're lucky to have those literary preferences
when- you're 'in the mood to reread an author's output. It takes me
considerably longer when I feel inmpelled to go back over the out-

put of Mark Twain or Charles D+ckens. Phantasy Press: Very late
condolenees onh the daath ef‘your parents. Don't¥ feel unhappy over

the d’ffwculty of:-exXpressing properly" your emotions in FAPA. T
couldn't éven start to put onto stencil how I felt im 1957 and
19607 ‘Was that "Reitgn of the Superman" feature in Scfence
chtwon a complete and exact preview of the famous Supermen? I
have . seen this claimed and denied and had despaired of ever f+nd-
sng anyone wha owned the tremendously rare doctuments that provide
the answer. Sambo: The need to communicats +8n*t the full answer
to Why a person becomes a fan. Many other sndividuals seem to ex-
persence the same need to communicate and find~release in other
way s: by becoming preachers, or-hold<ng-intermimable conversations
with the nearest person or joining service clubs. St<1ll unsolved
is.ths matter of why some people who feel this need choose such a
comp11Cated and specialized medfum as fandom for release.” I still
suspect that the fannish drive is~not just’for communication, but:
a combinatijon of that with other impulses, particularly a special
sort of rebelljon urge that somehow doesn’t express itself the
easy. ways, such as communism or burglary. ' T feit properly
staggered at first.glimpse of the fact that Sam Martsnez owns
12,000 paperbacks. Then I remembered how shocked some people are
at the number of phohograph records I own fnot*nearly as many as
the -.all-out collsctors, of course), and I Smagine that the appar--
ent franti.c. acquwatwon'pace results sn both our cases mainly
ﬂmm consistent acquiring over a rather long span of years, a pro-
cedure that can create~remarkable results after- a while. The
John. Dickson Carr Bsbliophile: I'm not a—JDC enthusiast now, but
there's no. knowing what the future may bring, so I'll remanber
thisi.. . waever there seems to be confusion among the JDC~fans
-on the meaning of biblioph*le. The TIannish World of E. M tchem
Cox:. TEither these long titles or the underlin‘ng has got to go.
7T~ ®d Cox and T have met? TFrantic, unsuccessful sffort to re=
.call when. ‘I don't remember him at my home or a Phi1lycon and <t
he 'd been at the D+sCon; he would mve met Charles Hansen: '+ A
favorite gripe.of m*ne s the pennypﬂLch ng that resulits in tiny
.signs on multi-million dollar highways., R Where -traffiyc moves at
60 mph or faster, I .think the drivers, deserve gt least three -
S*gng~spaced at half-mwie intervals and ample ‘n size to give &
fighting chance of getting *nto the correct lane or using the
rrorer exit ramp. Vukat: If the surplus TAPA bundles are sold’
refularly to a fairly st steady list of customers, material in the
mgilings may no 1onger have the protectwon of common law copy-
right. Watch for a serfes of TAPA maflings to start to appear
.as Ace paperbacks any time now. '' This ¥s the first I've heard
of a second . "non-conflicting splinter fan club" in Los Angeles.-
Immediately I start to wonder which of tHe members 1l:sted here
will write the new Ah! Sweet Idioey and tell all the facts about
.the confiicting interests *n Los Angeles fandom. ~Isomer:> ‘Splen-
did writing, a good example of how much-the favorite fannish grt
form of the travelog can be made even finer <f-a little care 4s
taken and some rewriting and plenning go snto t. ~-I assume, at
least, that this ‘ssue wasn't dashed off guite as snformally~as
the ending suggests. '!' I remain unconvinced that even a bi-




cycle is an adequate substitute for walking, when it cames to the
bsst way to see a-stranges area. In most rarts of the world that
we're Iikely to visit, riding a bicycle requsres almost as—much
attention to traffic dangers as you require sn-a motor vehicle.
Trill:- r'd-feet much prouder of my vocation, if John Boardman
were right *n his statement that newsrapermen learn to know when

a News sodrce is being honest wsth them. Alas, newspapermén are
non-psychic, non-telepathic sndividuals. TIf one of them did-de-
velop this remmrkable skill, he would ‘nstantly qust journa 1% sm

in favor of making a fortune in the stock market or at the races,
by sorting out the phony from the genuine tips. e wonder it
Hank Reinhardt would have resorted to violence ‘n the inctdents he
relates,~if he had known that such v+olence could result ‘n an end
to all 1ife on the planet. If he tries-to grgue by analogy be~ =
tween a persomnal experience and a war, it might be bettsr to Tev:se
the personal experience <n this form: His wife wakes him 4n the
night, tells him that she has heard-loud voices in the house down
the street, she thinks that those inlaws whom Mr. Fones dsslikes
have come to visit, and the wife tells him to get his shotgun and
go down and nip-it in the bud. Iinglly, there is the obvious fact
that if Hank Reinhardt resorts to his physical strength in—such-
epi sodes, -he's going to embark on an episode before long +n which
cvhe other guy has mors physical strength. Day*Star: Naturglly, a
particularly ‘nteresting +ssie to me. The opera score judging
dialog was funny and perceptive. I suspect that there~werz lots
of ingroup references that would make it even more tedling S4T
could recognize them. However; let's not be too harsh on the ap-
parent goof created by Le V41li's fai lure to w¥n the Sonzogno con-
test. There are—two Points to remember. One is that we don't
know what Puccinit*s first opera was like when the Judges saw it.
the opera was revised before #*t finally reached the stage and 4t
s the revised form that +s with us toda;. The other conss derd-
tion is that the-contest was spomsored by a publishing house, in
contrast to the smaginary competitson transcribed-in this sssus.
Todzy the judges would be thinking about the winning work's sujta-
b¥1lity .for production at a~contemporary music EestTyal, " how . FE ="
r'sht sta<k up as a recording without the stage bus+ness, and if
the judges were human, there would—be the eveT-present eggerness
to bring distinction to some favorite university or conservatory
that had spawned the composer or his teacher. The judges for the
Sonzcgno firm kmew that they-wanted an opera that would draw pay-
ing customers ‘m the only kind of productions Italy was likely to
gve it, professional ones, and they also wanted an opera with
arias and tunes so ttatl the firm could sell copies of separate
items +n large quantities-and excerpts would~begin to appear in
recitals. Unless the Puceini opera was far different when f3rst
submitted, it had few melodfes that would send 11 steners to thetr
zusic store the next day for coptes of the piano score or the big
arias and some of its stage effects might have been a trifle d3if-
ficult for Italy's smaller opera houses. *!' I've owned and loved
for a dozen years the old Concert Hall Society recording of Poppea.
1t is cut considerably, not too well recorded, amd makes no Pre-
tense at authentsicity. But it has no ctountertenor and for that
reason I'm not tempted to replace it w*th the Cambridge set. T
don't know what countertenors may have sounded like in the 1%60:
cent ury but every <nstinct tells me that they couldn't have made
the simpering noises of today. TFor that matter, I'm as willsng to
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beljeve in the authenticity of a modern performance~of an old work
as I-am will<ng to guarantee the genusneness of a piece of wood
that clgims to .come: from the~True Cross. Look at~the way people
argus ‘today over the: authenti city of acoustical-piano recordsngs:
He didn't play that fast except when he was mak+ing records; he .al-
ways had that glassy:tone even when' you heard him in person; he
didn't dare -to play freely:when he was making-a record that would
be played over and over; he pounded on each first beat decause he
was afrasid the records wouldn't catch the rhythm otherwise; and so
on. If we have- that much trouble remembering how someone played a
couple of generatsons: ago,  how cen we presume to~decide that this
or that 3s the proper way to perform a Monteverds opera? Al we
-have are the~words and the sketchiest of scores--not every hint
about which instruments play which p.rts, how fast or how loud the
music 38 opposerd te go, what ornamentation and decoration was ex-
pected of the performers, the nature of the acting and a-thousand
ot her .matters. ~Of course, we can reach some sort of dec:sions by
referring to this textbook and that diary from th& generai era.-
But st*s almost certain tlat performance customs in any given city
were different from those +n the next town-in that distant time.
"'~ Walter-overlooked #n this review the first recordsng of Orfeo,
which Vox issued -+n 1949 on 1lp discs and which was available be-
fore then on 78s. Habakkuk: 1I'm developing a guilt complex over
boys' .books. ~“The local second-hand stores are usually glutted

wit h™worn copies .of the old Grosset & Dunlap and Cupples & Leon
edi tions, I never buy them, and this haunting fear becomes strong-
er all the time that I'll eventually want to collect them 1like
these Berkeley fans, when $t's too late. '!' There must be sOme
kind of powerful moral or even a clue to the universe hidden *n
the.se grueling accounts of the terrible ordeals required to 14sten
to someone singing folk songs or popular tunes.- Somehow T*m re-
mind ed .of tle. epic struggles that are ‘nvolved *n making tiny
children eat mealls. Something S wrong .*n both instances, when a
rerfectly .simple and natural sort - of episode becores an epic dra-
ma. .''. The dissertation on new trends *n science fiction reminds
me of the articles we used to f*nd everywhere on the appearance of
9th fandom,-10th fandom,-1ith fandom, and so on. My att+itude to
the trends is like my opinion of the fandoms: grave doubt-that
trends or fandoms exist. Science fiction has had so few important
authors that it's-doudbtful if there are schools of writing such as
you'll find *n mundaniz. Of course, an &xtremely popular novel
will-be followed immed+ately by several +imitations by the fastest-
working hacks. But this *s not the process of literary evolutson
that Greg-Benford +s writing about. Think of the most famous sci-
ence fictjon authors after Wells and Verne and try to 1list members
of the schools tlat you might have expected them to form. Camp-
bell was EESmith's only sctolar. I don't think there has been a
true school of writing created by Heinlein, Van Vogt, or Sturgeon.
Bradbury has been influential, but who else?™ I haven't read this
latest Ellison story that evéryone *s so excited about, but my
previous acquaintance with his fiction convtnces me that he~is not
a stylist, he's simply scmeone: desperately in need of an editor to
break him of an extreme case of overwriting. '' Everyone seems
confused abcut Beethoven?s. Pastoral Symphony:r The camposer wrote
a note for publication with the score, in which he emphastzed that
he was putting snto tone the emotions created by the “pro gram*,
not the objects.and events themselves. Of course, he tossed +n an



indifferent bird Ymftation and an abortive thunderstorm. But he
put nothing snto the-second movement that sounds like a brook, he
wrote syncopated music that no rustics could cope with for the
third movement, the theme of the last movement sounds more like a
cattle call than a song~of thanksgiving, and you wouldn't hear the
first birds in a real visit to~the country only after 25 minutes
had elapsed. The JDM Bibliophile: Th$s response-from MacDonald
should be ample proof of why it's better to eulogize authors while
they are alive. ~You not~only make the author proud; you also get
a lot of useful information. But I can't understand the statement
ttat "The French publishers do not believe sn series characters."
Mercy, the Simenon detective stories probably hold the world's re-
cord for number of novels featuring the same detective, and Balzac
is still *n print, too. Minae Megtllah: OSo far, nobddy~outs+ide
fandom has asked me-about Andy Ma‘n. -But it's astonishing, the
thoroughness with which some of these ‘nvestigattons are—conducted.
Just recently, I was called from Washington for information about
a woman whom I've not seen since she left-Hagerstown sn 1944. T
explained that I knew nothing about her since then except by hear-
say, and the man on the other end advised me not to worry about
that fact,-but instead to think rgal hard if I could remember any
racist attstudes ‘n my contacts with her. '' ~I never thought I'd
ever find anyth+ng-good to say about motorcyclists. But I do ad-
mire them for wearing helmets and I think I'd feel safer at-tie
Wwheel of an automcbile +f I-dared to wear a helmet while driving.
But while capitalism §g try‘ng to promote seat belts, the driver
40 a helmet would be picked up as some kind*of a nut, no doubt.
Synapse:~ But “the whole point of tax exemptions for ch<ldren +s
that their existence may-cost everyone much more +n tle long run,
even the parents. If-this~disguised form of baby“bonus encourages
the population explosion; it is responsible for sncreasing the
enormous bill for sducation that taxes must pays ''- %You can’t
3Scape responsibility for what your government $s do*ng" has a
fine resounding sound and 5 absolutely meaningless sn thss time
and nation.~ ''- I hope during one of my searches for Edgar Allan
Martin pubiicat#ons to come across some of the previous Speer pub-
lications *n which he used to fuss like fury at FAPA members for
describing ‘n-their publications the circumstances and dsfficult-
ies involved n the stenciling and duplicating. Synapse is rapid-
1y growing into the world's worst “offender in-this respect; some
issues would provide~the raw material for a daily snstalment of a
SCa p opera. Bete Noire: A couple of years back, I got a letter
as a result of the appearance of my name in—The L:onel Magazine
¢irca 1928. The man wanted to buy model-ratlroad equspment made
in the days when the models were only slightly smaller than the
real thing. I-couxldn't bring myseif to*sell: '' Here's another
reason for believing that I don't inhabit quite the same time
stream as other IFAPA members. I knew only the Peter Rabbit books
by, I believe, Thornton Burgess, and-never heard of this Davsd Cory
or Jack Rabbit. '' Two local-addstions to the 1list of odd f5rm
names: Fastern Panhandle Credit Corporation and Rfnger~Home Laun-
dry. "' I no longer recall where I found the information, but I
read scmewhere that the one-way fare for Atlantic Ocean crossing
Tor Irish immfgrants around the end of the 19th century was-onty
«+25 or~thereabouts. If {;1-from the Mississippi to Californ+ta 3s
unrealistic, S0 was the original 100 fare, outrageously high.




—

The Worst Of Martin

IT'S THE WOMAN WHO AIWAYS PAYS IN TEE END
Jack rang the doorbell. He didnot mﬂnd visiting—a beauti-
ful babe for a few minutes, but nothsng would come of *t and %t
was just so much extra work. :
Helen was in a negligee. '"Oh, Jack! How nice to see you.,
It's been weeks since we saw you last u
"It has, hasn't it? Bob asked me to stop by and let you

7khow he'd be quite late home from work.".

*"Couldn't he call?"
"Tied Gp, I -guessst ;
"Come on 3R o I K o b g A make a pot of coffee. Do you have
time ?" K
Jack did not want to stay. . He had planned on getting home

early, have a long hot shower, change of clothes, and then see
what he could scare up for a dinner date. Byt a coffee-%n be-
tween “sounded good, and she was gorgeous company, even *f she
was his pal's wife. "Sure! A coffee sounds fine!"

"Helen had probably forgotten how l+ttle she had on under the

_negligee. Jack followed her ‘nto the kitchen and settied in a

corner such that she had to walk between him and the w:ndow. -

She was tall, blonde, and well-built. They had been married
less than—a year and although Jack felt he knew Bob pretty wells;
he knew little about Helen. He-decided he had better not let his
thoughts wander. She was standing r¥ght between him and the win-
dow, talking about some i‘nconsequential thing. Fortunately, what-
ever she was talking about did-not require an answer. He dectded
he had better go back to the living room. -~

"Here. Take your coffee with you," satd Helen.-'

She settied at one emd of the couch. "IS your coffee the
way you like 1t?" Helen carefully adjusted her robe so not an :
inch of leg was showing. She seemed to have forgotten she was
hot wearing a bra and the~sslk was equally flowing at the top.

-Jack - could not help think‘ng how unlucky bachelors are, some-"

times. Tonight he might have to make~a half dozen calls,lend up
in an uné¢omfortable restaurant, conscivusly being as charm~ng as.

-possible, and when the evening ended 1t mi ght Just be over, and

that would be all,

© 1 "Is5 'your:coffee the way you like 7t?" repaated Helen, *
"Oh f 3 ne 1 s
'"The way you were staring at me...." 54 :

"I think you're lovely. Really, most beautsful! =TI don't :
think I ever appre01ated Just how sweet you are. Bob *s a lucky
guy all right." '’ i

"You: shoulén't talk 1fke thats ' You'll embarrass “me."

"Us poor bachelors don't realize what we're- missings"

"Oh, from what I hear from Bob, you don't miss much. ¥

"The sex 19fe of bachelors ws terr*bly overrated {1 b R oy
haven't even had a leS B WL week i
"Poor dJackl"

"Sometimes I ldack affection so much that I'd even pay for a
kiss--just a kiss! Would you give me a kiss for twenty dollars?"

"JTack?!" ' ; : - :

"Seriously, Jjust.as an example, and just one kiss! If I



take~some girl out to dimmer tonight, what with drinks and all,
it will run at least twenty dollars, and I'll be lucky T Iabaet
a thank-you."

"L shouldn't take youI'money--but perhaps it ws1l teach you
a lesson."

"I want you to take it." Jack put his coffee down and moved
close to her on~the end of the couch. "It will save me all the
trouble of getting dressed and go ng out and bangvng my head on
the 0ld wall.™

Helen put the twenty sn a cigarstte box on the table. bt
should feel terribie do‘ng thss," sasd Helen, but leaned towards
him offersing her-1lips. S 5

In a few minutes she sat back and sa’d: '"Now, was that
worth twenty dollars? Here, take your money back'"

"I will not! It was worth every penny of it. She had
forgotten the top of her robe and Jack Tould not take IS elyes
off her fullness.~ "In fatt, I don't think twenty was enough."

"Oh, you're incorrigtble!" She had adjusted her robe~and
started to fumble aga’n w+ th the t¢igarette box. "I must give
you your money tack. This s ridiculous?"

UN@itn astean]s) sIat s 3

"As sweet as you are, one kiss is not worth twenty dol-
lars." 3 &

"It is to me. Your kiss is worth more than twenty. To
STow you how serious I am, here is ancther forty dollars. Just
kiss me again, perhaps two or three times, and let me hold
VOmEHts : 5
: "Wow! You don't care what you do with your money."™ Helen
was still a 1¥ttle flushed from the f3rst-kiss, and the more
she fumbled with her robe, the more it slipped at the top or the
bo ttom.

"It would make ne very happy," said Jack. "Here! TrOE PG

the forty dollars in your cigarette box." 5
Helen started to say "No!" but then he was kissing her and
she was stretched out on the couch, her robe askew. Thare were

a few moments while she struggled, a few long minutes while she
forgot everything but Jack and then she began to struggle
‘again. Z

"Easy now!" she said. "Enough is enough! You've had more
than your money's worth." Then she biushed a fursous red.

"Pon *t° thitk of us that way, said  Jacki. ' ~"I-de want. you
so very much. The money is just a way of prov‘ng ft. Don't
move!~ I kmow you want me too. Why should we fight each other
at this posmt?" Jack cleaned out h*s pocket. "Here's all the
money I have, a hundred dollars and change. Please?"

= It was many hours before Bob got home. "Did Jack drop
ﬁn?" 3

"Oh, yes! ~We had a cup of coffee together."

"Good !" said Bob. "Did he leave my pay?"
(Reprinted from the~Winter,” 1962, issue of Grotesque, publs shed
by Edgar Allan lartin and distributed in the November, 1961,
FAPA-masling. Tor the benefst 0f newer FAPA members, this was™
the +ssue that was denied activity credit on the grounds that it
consisted of reprints rather than new material. To older TAPA
members, happy fifth anniversary.)



They Also Serve

Thrée or four fanzines +n the latest FAFA maslimg contatn -~
speculations on what might~-be done about the size and nearly static
condition of the watvting list. Several years ago, I stopped making
remarks on the topic, *n tle belief that I'AFA had become too hope-
lessly congealed Y1a outlook to-change $tself as its circumstances
change. But there's just a fatnt chance that a good many members
are really concerned abcut the situation. So I'1ll try something
that I hadn't attempted before. What follows will be a listing of
Things Ttat Could Be Done, some of them 0ld %deas and~some of them
not previously proposed. Maybe an extended barrage will st<r up a
fair amount of response and &ven some groundswells of attitude.

Of courss, the problem is twofold. The'interlocking-aspects
of the situatjon are the lengthy wait required for a waitimg lister
to get into FAP&, and the Iess desirable effects on FAPA $tself of
its almost static membership and its largs proportion of membeTs
who don't Tontribute materigal of the quality that they can achieve.

The~fsrst alternative is to do mothing, to keep all-the rules
and traditions just as they've been ‘n retent years. . This has the
advantage of not rocking the boat. TAPA i3 the oldest group of its
kind, there aremore people sezking admission than any othsr apa~
can claim, and +ts static condition may have helped to avoid.polit-
ical and mechanical crises in recent years. The disadvantages of
sticking to the same course consist mostly of the~large number of
new members who are burned out fannishly by the time they finally
join and"the absence of the enthusiasm and freshness~that a few
members in the first fine flush of full fannish ability:would cre-
ate. - -l 13

. If we want to change something, we can change either the rules
for present members or ths waiting list procedures. I have a pret-
ty good. imagination, but ‘t isn't good enough to ‘magi ne FAPA mak-
‘ng both types of changes at once. e 1 Yo

. IT wevant to attack the problem by means of the -membership, we
could dpo~varfous sorts of-things. We could make activity-rulss
more stringent, by requs’ring more pages per year -or activity %n at
least twotmaﬁl*ngs per year or & given number of pages—each six ~
months or someth+ng sfmilar.~ Disadvantzges: the 1likelihood that 3t
would “cause a higher proportion of hastily produced,crud and the
exper ience of SAPS which has lost many valuable members who simply
can't find time to cope with a hectfc—activity schedule. We could
increasg or remove .altogether the limit on the number-of FAPA mem-~
bers. “Previous proposals of this sort have had a solidly hostile
reception. We might try to revive the deadwood by penalizing a-
member who produces -only the minimum activity 4n a year, requiring
a doubled minimum activity in the following year-or dropping hsm if
he's inactive for s%x months after a minimum actsvity year. —This
might work but 3t might also produce @ lot of nine-page publica-
ttons <n the last quarter-of membership from those who now turn out
eight pages on sdch:qccas%ons. We could d@rop the one or two mem-
bers who make the lowest score each year in the egoboo poll. A
German apa~-almost adopted someth*ng similar, an annual vote to de-
termine which member should be droppad; +t fa’led to pass by just a
couple of votes. We could set a lim%t on the number of years an
jndifvidual can be a TAPA member contsnuousiy to create turnover.
We could reguire every I'APA member to.submit credentials showdng
fanac outside FAPA to be eligible to renew each year.


cafa.be

- TIf we want to attack the problem~by direct assault on the
waiting list, there are several detisions to make. $Shall the new
‘rules change altogether the traditional way of handl+ng prospect-
iVe new members, or shall we combsne the present—system with some
new methods? And should the changes apply immedtately to every-
body; or should we pass the changed rules now but make th&m=ef-
fective only for new applicants~to the waiting list, retaining
the 0ld system for present waiting listers? Bear wn mind~that any
of the notfons that follow can be adapted by the combination meth-
od or by excluding current wl members from them.

~“Should we decide to adopt-some method other than chronologic-
- al time of appiication for admstting new peopls to TFAPA, we could
conduct~balloting to determine which waiting~listers we want to
see admitted fi rst. Or we could fill vacancies *n TFAPA by choos-
ing thewaiting 1isters by lot. Or we could by lottery match up
each wafting li¥ster-with a member and let that wajting lister en-
ter whenever his paired member drops ocut. Any of these systems
would lessen the current evil, that the new FAPA member-has wasted
the longest-and has lost the most of " hi¥s wnw tfal enthusiasm for
membe rship in FAPA. -~ .5

Or we could dignify the Shadow TAPA with official standing
and use it as a means of~keeping the waiting list restricted to
fans who are really willing to prove that they'll be-active.~ We
tould require a given number of pages +n a given period of time~
in Shadow FAPA as an activity requirement for staying on the wai t-
ing list.~ Anothsr method would consist of an annual egoboo poll
by the waiting 1listers on the basis of Shadow FAPA-actsvity; the
winners getting the next FAPA vacancies. A variation of this
would consist of-Shadow FAPA +nclusfion on the FAPR.—egobvo poll
each year, the winners gosing to the top of the waiting 1list. A
milder-method of making sure that waiting~listers st+li +ntend to
be active when they enter FAPA would consist of requirsng renewal
of fanac credentials outside FAPA each year by each waiting list-
er. (And here %s-as good a place as any for making a proposal
that might be satisfattory to the membership even $f we don't do
anyth*ng about~the wasting l‘st. TAPA is prosperous &nough now
to offer to reimburse postage costs on Shadow FAPA mat+lsngs that
go to FAPA members. I think a refund would be justified to cut
down this much on a thankless task for the waiting listers. If*
we somshow-tied +n the Shadow FAPA with adm+ssion procedures, It
mignt be wise to go further in helping to pay for dupls catwon
costs of the portion of the Shadow edition sent to FAPA members.)

There are a lot of other possibilities, but these should do
for aisterter i For iwhat "t Yswenbtli <1 Would like to reiterate
that my own preference is unchanged, even though hardly anyorne
else ‘n TAPA favors it. I still believe that we should combine
the present watiting 15 st policy with an—annual vote on wa+ting
listers by T'APA membsrz. The waiting listers who placed 5n the
top two or three positions when the poll had Been tabulated would
be~invited to f411 the next membershsp vacancies. All other
waiting listers would retain their chronological order amd those
highest on the waiting 1ist would then be ‘nvited-to join as a
result of any other vacancies that should turn up sn that year.
This would mean that even the least poputar fan-would eventually
get to the top of the waiting list by waiting his turn, while the
fans considered by FAPA members as most likely to prove congenial
and useful in our midst would get admitted almost at once. I



haven 't checked back to determine the exact rate of turnover on
the waiting 1tst 4n recent years, but everyone agrees that ft-now
takes about five years to go from the bottom to the top. . Voting
a couple of people ‘nto membership each year shouldn't.- slow down
the wait for the others by more than a year or two. If nothj:ng
is-done about the waiting list, there's—a good chance the wait
w+ll ‘ncrease-a couple of years anyway Sn the near future, as the
-lﬁst grows longer and longer.
! With the best will in the world, I have tried and - fried for
the past fi1ve years~or longer to understand the logic behind the .
requirement that wait ing 1listers should acknowledge regularly
"~ receipt of The Fantasy Amateur. T know that some menbers are con-
vinced that this provides a sure indfcation that the responding
waiting listers are:interested *n TAPA. I reply that it does no-
thing of the kind, because when we had this system +n effect, one
fan after another got to the tomn of the waiting 1ist and then d+d
not join FAPA after atl. ~AcknoWlsdgment by a waiting 1%ster of
the T'A shows that he is willing to write a postal card every tiree
months or so, nothing more. If we want proof that & waitsing list-
er 1s 1nterested *n~TAP4, let's require him to publish a Shadow
FAPA magazine oT write regular ‘letters of tomment to the FAPA mem-
bers~whé-send him their magazines or cont ridute articles to FARA
publications. If we try to imag ne that writing one pvstal card
evely ninety days is’ fanac, we're very confused.- fe might as well
"-accept postal cards from FAPA-members to the official editor every
three months as’'a val*d subst*tute for-publishing eight pages for
FAPA as activity credit. Besides proving noth*ng, the requ+ rément
that the waitihg 19ster must drop a line quarterly is an unfatr
imposition on efther the wasting lister, i+f he must also continue
to pray for his copies of The Fantasy #mateur,-or on the FAPA~mem-
bership, if we're go*ng to semd-out fifty copies of that official
organ free each quartsr to waiting listers. Isnally, the acknow-
-ledgment requsrement {mposes a lot-of Bxtra work on whichever of-
1 cer keeps track of response and-inevitabity leads sconer or lat-
er to ‘a squabble when a waiting lister tla+ms that his postal. ..
card-was wri tten ‘but got lost $n the mails. I think that~annual
submﬂss~ on of the small-sum necessary to pay for four topies of
the  TA lessens bookkeeping, lets us know that the watting lister
ha's not died or gafiated-completely, and +s all~that should be
required of someone who isn't automatwcally entitled to any bene-
fits of FAPA. = &
i One posnt needs to~be d+ sposed of 4n the final lines. This
is the contention—that st wouldn't be~fair to members who wasted
a long time to- join, if-we set up a different procedure for the
future. "By tht s reasoning, Speer and I and-possibly a few others
are unfair to the rest of you because we joined FFAPA wsthout wait-
‘ng at all, at a time when the membership rcster wasn't full. . A
good many other present members were required to wast only a~year
or two and some spouses got snto dual memberships without was ting
at all in recent years.— Nobody has brought up charges of unfajr-
ness because of these situations. If we assume that the watting
list w#ll continue to grow and that FAPA turnover will continue
to lessen ‘n the-years ahead, we are certain to be forcing future
applicants to wait eight or ten years to join. Tmt means we must
choose one type or another of unfasrness, +f unfairmess it be. I
would greatly prefer to see applicants suffer less +n the future.



O The Radiant Morn Is Nigh

a0 TEY

- I have been grousing for a long time about the futsility of ar-
guing in fanzines over subjects with which fans have no direct con-
tact or experience. Even though I still belfeve that fans are~not
apt to-contribute anything useful or even trustworthy to the Viet
sftuation or the real usefulness of the CIA, I recognize a flaw in
my stand. It's quite doubtful +f most of us really know for a cer-
tainty about many things with which we believe ourselves to be fa-
miljar. "Like, for instance; the town in which you've spent your-~
entiTe 1life. This is a delicate subject Jjust now; because I'm liv-
ing in Appalachia country and I can’t figure out if this means that
I'm 1living *n the midst of a poverty-stricken part of the nation.

You wouldn't expect Hagerstown to be part of the 12-state area
that "has not reaped the rewards-of its natural wealth." The Pub-
lic Health Service has been running surveys and keeping elaborate
records on Hagerstown for nearly a half-century, because its char-
acteristi cs come so close to national—averages. Sales Management
surveys of buying power show that family Sncome here is substan-
tially higher than the norm for the nation. The area around Hag-
erstown has grown faster +n the past quarter-century than any part
of Maryland except the suburban areas around Ealtimore and Wash-
ington.. But ¥f you happen to run across one of the maps wh4ch
show-Appalachia's 373 counties, you'll see that a neat and gently
curving eastern boundary line formed by these counties-all the way
from northern New Jersey to the North Carolina border is jolted at
just one point ¢‘nto an ugly projection further eastward, formed by
Washngton County, where Hagerstown sprouts; and a couple of West
Tirginia counties just across the Potomac River from here. And +if
you come to Hagerstown for the f+rst time with this knowledge, you
will see a bigger slum area than you would expect in an averdge or
above-average c¢ity, a startling number of empty Storerooms in the
business district, and a lot of other tell-tale signs.

If Pontius couldn't be sure about truth, neither can I, so I
have no intention of attempting to prove the weaithy~-or downtrod-
den ngture of Hagerstown and surroundings. But *t might be of ~
some interest to tell some of the things about iife sn-Appalachia,
an area that is strangely free of IAPA members +n particular and
fans “n general. . 5 B s

I first heard about Appalachia when an official of the—local
Chamber of Commerce told me about a lobbying trip~by local inter-
ests to Wzshington. The local delegation was trying to convince
Maryland's congressmen that-they wanted no part of the proposed"
federal aid to the Appalachian mountain area where the skyline-is
high and the- income $s-low: The-local group thought that condj-
tions here didn't justify inclusicn ‘n the legislation, they were
afraid that accepting a dollar from Washington would obligate the
city and county to spend-a couple of dollars, and they didn't 2ike
the effect that Appalachia would have on-Hagerstown's general {m-
age. To attract-good new <ndustry, for instance, you must try to
g8ive the ‘mpression of a community that has seme skilled labor
available and s prosperous +n general but still carable of ab-
sorbing just one or two more good industries. You don't want-to
aprear to be too prosperous, because prospects will fear inabsiij-
ty to get workers at modest salaries, yet you don't want to painb



everything #n poverty hues, bzcause then you*tll get nothing but
feelers from sweatshop-type mills. But Washington County became
the easternmost part of Maryland to go snto the area covered-by
the Appalachian Kegional Development Act. "The pork barrel is
gone ," LBJ said the day he signed the b+1ll early iast year, but no-
body around here believes anything that the polsticians say. =

- If you~can find one of those topological maps of the nation on
which the highlands are actually raf*sed on the papert*s surface,
you'll see why Hagerstown and Washtngton County got <mcludesd. The
~Appalachiens practically start in Washington County, in this part
of the 1fiddle Atlantic States. Az you go westward-across Maryland
you come first to Braddock Mountain and the Catoctins in general,
which are in Frederick County, the next one east Tfrom Wash+ ngton
County. But Frederick County is already-getting economic fallout
from the Washington suburban area; Frederick County didn't suffer
the loss of 10,000 jobs when an a’irplane plant lost $ts wartime
rush of orders as Washington County & d twenty years ago; and so
I'rederick County was left with the great bulk-of the nation and we
are included emng the poor white trash. Washington Gounty con=
tains the west siope of South Mountain, all of Fairview Mountain,
end all of S*deling H¥1l Mountain. They aren't the Rockies but
they cover a substantial portion of the entire land area of this
county, they are too steep to be farmed as long as the nation cen
produce surpluses of farm products in +ts flatlandsT they've never
been developed properly for timber production, and in general they
‘are useless from the standpoint of tax revenue, home sites, and a
lot of other financially useful purposes. When a~county-can*t use
for most purposes a lot of +its land, it's automatically +n diffi-
culties. Hagerstown itseif dfdn*t start-to grow fast or to ac-
quire a facade of prosperity until-late in the 19th century when
tlre railroads really became bfg things. By hook or crook;: four
'rai lrogds met *n Hagerstown, not only providing a lot of jobs but
also giving this city transportatson advantages that other land-
locked cities “n the area lacked. You-know what happened to the
rai lroads. All four still provide freight service here, but one
of tlose four has stopped accepting anything less than a carload
lot for Washington County destinations and the tracks of another
will~be abandoned through most of the county after a ratlroad mer-
ger is approved. The last regular passenger service in this cfty
and county stopped ten years ago; uniess you want to get technical
about the fact that the B&0's main line goes through the southern
tip of the county, where trains stop only for extremely large -~
rocks across the tracks: The fact that Routes 40 and 11 meet 4n
Hager stown helped sn this tentury to take up some of the slack-
that the decline of the raflroads was creating. But lots of cit-
ies are served by two major highways, and $n another year or so ~
both Interstate 70 and Interstate 81 will be complete through this
qréa, and they meet four miles away from Hagerstown. This area
has no other particular natural-advantages: no natural resources
worth mentioning, no port; an airport too smalt to hand l& the big
planes, no colleges or universities, no exceptional tourist at-
tractions, and not much hope that the suburbs of Washington and
Baltimore will ever stretch out-this far, since metropolitan com-
plexes usually go around mountains rather than crossing them.

Even~some of us know=it-all newspaper people ware surprs sed

when statistics were compiled to show that Appalachia was needed



around here. ZEven after you make allowancefor the fact—that most
stati stics were based on surveys several years ovld,-it is sobering
to think th& nearly one out of every four families *n the county
had < ncomes under ;3,000 per-year and *n Hagerstown +tself about
twelve per cent of the families had incomes under '2,000. In the
rural areas, one out of every five adults had not ctompleted gram-
mar school and only about three out of five were high school grad-
uates. -You can't say that the Negro problem drives down the aver-
ages perceptibly. Only about two per cent of the county's popula-
tion ‘s non-white, almost-all of the Negroes—live in Hagerstown,
and curiously emough *n view of the segregation and lack of employ-
ment opportunities that have prevailed here *n the past for Neg-
roes, nearly half of the adult Negroes are high schoonl graduates.

Of course, you can prove anything by statistics. ~The local
Economic Development Commission's brochure for smdustrial pros-
Pects shows the other side of the picture. It lists the "net ef-
fecti ve buying power" for the average household *n the county at
«+6,2007 It shows a population increase of 16-per ctent—*n the coun-
ty during the past two censuses. The union sitmation $s good: no
business or industry has blamed unions for foreing it out of “the
community in the past ten years and noc union in the same period has
been voted out of exsstence by decertification. Turnover is under
two per ¢ent per year, layoffs average 11 per cent per year, and
‘absenteeism runs around two per cemnt. :

The Apralachian Regional Development Act sounds good enough.
One ofricial summary explai ns that +t provides—federal money to be
used with state and local funds "for the creation-of a network of
development highways;-for construction and operation of regional
heaith centers, vocational education schools, and sewage treatment
facilities; for land treatment and erosion control; timber devel-
opment; min‘ng area restoration; a water Tesource study, and for
supplementing exist+ng federal grant-in-aid programs and financing
local development d4 stricts and research and demonstration pro-
jects." All that stands between this outline-and actual consumma-
tion of the marvels is competition for cash withsn Appalachia and
the red tape that several hundred thousand federal workers—-and at
ieast that many computers and typewriters can manufacture in Wash-
ington. = o =

After the fait had been-accompli, the attttude of Iocat folks
chanzed from the earlier destre to have noth'ng to do with it to
the sudden .realization that it's agasnst human nature to let free
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